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 Zoonotic Disease (Z):  
Disease that can be transmitted 
between animals and humans 

 Foreign Animal Disease (FAD):  
Never found or previously eradicated 
within the U.S. animal population. The 
disease is reportable to State and 
Federal animal health authorities.  
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Aerosol transmission occurs when droplets containing disease agents pass through the air and are 

inhaled. Most infective particles only travel in the surrounding air for short distances and require close contact.  

The following diseases of poultry are spread by aerosol transmission.  
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 Zoonotic Disease:  
Disease that can be transmitted 
between animals and humans 

 Foreign Animal Disease (FAD):  
Never found or previously eradicated 
within the U.S. animal population.  
The disease is reportable to State and 
Federal animal health authorities.  

Direct contact transmission occurs when animals touch or have physical contact with the body fluids 

of an infected animal. Some are transferred reproductively to the egg.  

The following diseases of poultry spread by direct contact.  
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Fomite transmission occurs when there is contact with objects or surfaces contaminated by body fluids 

or feces of an infected animal. Many disease-causing agents are able to persist in the environment, resulting 

in exposure risks.  

The following diseases of poultry spread by fomites.  

 

 

 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

       

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

       

        

        

      

      
 



 Zoonotic Disease (Z):  
Disease that can be transmitted 
between animals and humans 

 Foreign Animal Disease (FAD):  
Never found or previously eradicated 
within the U.S. animal population.  
The disease is reportable to State and 
Federal animal health authorities.  

 

Oral transmission occurs when an animal ingests disease-causing agents. This can occur from in 

contaminated feed or water, or by licking or chewing on contaminated environmental objects.  

The following diseases of poultry spread by ingestion.  
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Vector transmission occurs when a living organism moves a disease-causing agent from an infected 

animal to another. Insects are common disease-carrying vectors.  

The following diseases of poultry spread by vectors.  

 Zoonotic Disease (Z):  
Disease that can be transmitted 
between animals and humans 

 Foreign Animal Disease (FAD):  
Never found or previously eradicated 
within the U.S. animal population.  
The disease is reportable to State and 
Federal animal health authorities.  
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